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On Saturday, the fourth of January, 2020, the wise men, their camels, and the star all came . . right out
of the ovens in the Fellowship Hall!

That’s right; in commemoration of Epiphany, four children of our church made gingerbread cookies, in
the shapes of wise men, camels, and stars.

Wyatt and Charlie Tyre formed the boys’ baking team; Kaylee and Kadie Drunert made up the girls’
baking team. Their adult assistants were Nancy Peters and Pastor Sally DeMasters.

Among all the rolling and cutting of cookie dough and the lavish decorating with frosting and sprinkles,
an Epiphany lesson was inserted. We talked about the wise men, and their worshipful visit to the Baby
Jesus. We discussed the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Calculations were even made about the
date of Epiphany, January 6, actually being the twelfth day of Christmas, which reminded us all of that
song.

This was a very enjoyable and delicious morning for all involved!
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On December 29, the first Sunday after Chrlstmas, Our church has been actively involved with the Care Portal
new toys were blessed. Wyatt, guitar; Charlie, truck; since 2017. This fund works with local social services to
and Maren, baby doll, received the blessing of their provide items beyond what their services do. It has
toys and for safety when playing. purchased car seats and fire extinguishers, paid utility bills

for struggling families, and more—to the tune of $2,273!
Anytime a request is received, you will receive an email
detailing the request. If you wish to receive these emails,
please contact Lindsey Tyre. You can always help support
our work with Care Portal by making a donation to the fund.
You can do this any time through the collection plate at
church. Just note “Care Portal” in the memo. Thank you for
all of your support!
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Easter is coming! This is what our whole Christian faith is based on—no wonder we celebrate it as a
holiday!

Easter is the celebration and commemoration of Jesus’ Resurrection from the dead. That was a great
victory. As it says in one prayer, in the Resurrection, we are “delivered from slavery to sin and death.”

However, no victory, even one as grand and glorious as Jesus’ Resurrection, makes complete sense
without the back story of whatever conflict there had been.

Jesus’ Resurrection was a culmination of everything which had gone on before with human beings
and God. Everything!

God had created the perfect world and had charged the human beings with taking good care of it
and obeying God’s simple and few orders.

The story of Adam and Eve, in the Garden of Eden, shows us what happens in such circumstances.
They were given beauty, comfort, ease, and close companionship with God and with one another. They
were also given the one commandment: do not eat from the fruit of this one tree.

Of course, that is exactly what they did. They chose disobedience and ate the only thing not allowed.
In doing this, Adam and Eve forfeited everything which they had been given. They lost the beauty, com-
fort, and ease of the Garden of Eden. They lost the close companionship they had had with God and
with each other.

This story has been happening, again and again. Ever since that time, people have chosen to go for
what is forbidden, and by doing so, forfeit the blessings of God.

So, in God’s own good time, God’s own Son, Jesus, was sent to this world as a baby, born to Mary
and Joseph, a couple in Israel. When Jesus was about thirty years old, he began his ministry—teaching
and preaching about God, healing, and doing miracles.

Yet, once again, human sinfulness arose, and because of jealousy, hatred, and injustice, Jesus was
put to death on a cross.

In three days, though, victory came. Jesus Christ rose from the dead. Human sinfulness had not won!
Evil had not won! God had won! Love had won! Grace had won!

As G. K. Chesterton puts it, “Christianity . . .[has] a God who knew the way out of the grave.” Thanks
be to God!

A blessed and joyous Easter to us all, from Pastor Sally.



Member Spotlight

By Sarah Schmidt
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Sharon has been making her joyful noise unto the Lord since she was a small child. As young as
6 years old, she began learning the piano — a talent she loves and continues to use nearly every
day. “It always came easy to me and | just love it,” Sharon says.

Sharon was born outside of Waverly in the country but moved to town when she was a tod-
dler. Sharon attended first through fourth grades at the old Santa Fe Elementary school which
was located where the Baptist Church now stands, but moved to the new elementary school to
finish her primary school years. She graduated from Santa Fe High School when the school was in
Grand Pass.

When Sharon was little, she attended the Christian Church and was baptized in that church.
“But all of my friends attended the Methodist Church. So | transferred my membership and have
been here ever since,” she says.

It was Maxine Wilson who got Sharon excited about the piano when she was in elementary
school and also the one who encouraged her to take formal lessons to develop her skills. Sharon
started taking lessons from Charlotte Zumalt and took to piano playing like a fish to water. It was
during this time she really learned the instrument and honed her musical skills. During her high
school years, Sharon worked at Kelling Hospital as a nurses’ aide. Directly after high school gradu-
ation she attended business college in Kansas City.

Sharon married Bill Layton in 1966 in the United Methodist Church and raised 3 children, Chris,
Traci and Jeff, in the church. In 1978, she returned to work as a front office employee at the
Kelling Hospital and then Kelling Clinic handling scheduling and insurance issues. She worked
there until 1988 when she took a position with the Santa Fe School District as secretary to the
superintendent. She retired from that career in 2009.

(Continued on next page)



(Member Spotlight - Continued from previous page)

Sharon has been playing piano accompaniment for solos and ensembles since she was in high
school. This talent and service continues today as she still accompanies solos for high school
students at contest and plays at the spring and Christmas concerts.

In addition to the piano, you’ll also see Sharon on the organ bench at church. She was taught
the organ by Pastor Harold Whaley who served the church from 1960 to 1962. “It was Pastor
Whaley who asked me if | had an interest to learn the organ, and | did,” she says. “I was grateful he
took the time to teach me.” According to Sharon, there is a different touch to the organ. She de-
scribes it as smoother. Plus there is both a treble and bass clef keyboard to play and read music for.

Sharon currently serves as church and board secretary. In her spare time, she loves to watch her
two cats, Lincoln William and Sadie Mae, play. They are still kittens really, less than a year, and are
guite entertaining, she says. She also listens to music and likes to watch TV. Blue Bloods and Dr. Pol
are two of her favorite shows. Sharon says her passion is her grandkids, a total of 9, and her kids.
She was blessed to be able to take a family vacation to Florida in 2019. Sharon says she has
wonderful memories of a great time with all of her family with her.
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Be on the lookout for information regarding the Bible Study which will occur during the Lenten
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season. Ash Wednesday is February 26, and Easter is April 12. According to the November 11,
2019 Woman’s World, “Attending a weekly prayer group or faith discussion lowers systolic blood
pressure (the top number) by 16.5 points—and NYU School of Medicine scientists say that is
enough to reduce the risk of heart disease and stroke by 46%.”

Quilter’s S cholasohip

The Quilter's Scholarship was awarded to two church members

this year. Ben Hinz is attending University of Missouri as a
Hospitality Management major. Ruth Massey would be very proud
that her great-grand daughter, Gia Baldwin Ide, is one of the
students benefiting from the talents of her and her quilting

friends. Gia is finishing her RN, BSN at Missouri Valley College in
May. This scholarship was began in the 1970's with donations and
was added to over the years by the sale at the Lord's Acre Sale of
the beautiful quilts stitched by the ladies of the Quilter's Group.
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On December 7 and 14, we hosted the Christmas Shop for the clients of the Shepherd’s Food Pantry.
Thanks to you, we had a variety of gifts for the individuals to choose. We had puzzles, games, cards,
scarves, hats/gloves, tools, lotion and perfumes sets, throws/blankets, and toys to give you examples—a
wide variety to appeal to many. The first Saturday, 179 families were served (403 gifts) and the second
Saturday, 82 families were served (298 gifts). The Noisy Offering and the Extravagant Giving Fund were
used to add to the second Saturday's gifts because, after the first shopping Saturday, there were only
about 20 gifts left. After shopping, the guests could pick up cleaning supplies furnished through Health
Care Coalition. The event closed with the people enjoying donuts, coffee and hot chocolate. A big thank
you to all who provided gifts and helped on the Saturday Projects.
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On Sunday, BEFORE Thanksgiving, we were all in the decorating mood at church! Yes, BEFORE
Thanksgiving! With Advent beginning the Sunday after Thanksgiving, the decorating came a little bit
early. We enjoyed eating at the Cub Scouts' fund raiser and then coming upstairs to get Christmas
started. The Boy Scouts actually began the process the previous Monday by bringing down the tree and
boxes. The kids always enjoy setting up the manger scene in the foyer. The rest of us hung garland on the
altar and east rails, hung ornaments on the tree, put up the manger scene in the church, hung the
wreathes and banners and placed decorations on the organ and cross in the back. Later the poinsettias
were arranged beautifully in the sanctuary.

Sunday January 5, we again gathered-- this time to de-decorate! We enjoyed pizza, then moved upstairs
to take down all of the decorations that we enjoyed during the Christmas season. We re-organized as we
took down, and stored items in clear containers with labels and carried all back to the attic. Thanks to
Gingy for organizing the boxes getting down and back up. A huge thank you to all who helped with the
putting up and/or the taking down!



December 1 was the annual cantata at our worship service. Missy Hinz directed
The Promise of the King by Lloyd Larson and Joseph M. Martin with accompaniment played by Donnis
Prather. The readers for the cantata were Margo and Charlie Larkin. Two duets added special music during
the presentation. Carolyn Campbell and Missy sang a duet and Kaylee and Kadie Drunert sang a duet with
the choir. This special musical presentation was a wonderful beginning to the activities of the Advent
season.

During our church service on December 15, the Kids’ Club presented their Christmas Program, The Christmas
Candy Cane Store. We had 20 students participate to tell the story of a candy cane and how it relates to the

meaning of Christmas. The children enjoyed telling their story and praising the Lord with songs.

A big thank you to all of the parents who helped children with their costumes and props and to Donnell
Wesley and Sharon Layton for all of their hard work with the kids. Also, thank you to Jeri Long and her
husband who built the manger set for not only this program but future programs. What a joyous time we
had celebrating the true meaning of Christmas.
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1— Margo Larkin

2 — Cody Barrett

4 — Richard Livingston

8 — Todd Graf

9 — Al & Carol Lynn Sanders, Carolyn Campbell
10 — Wyatt Tyre

12 — Don & Jean Riley

14 — David Prather

15 — Drew Schmidt

16 — Kim Aversman

17 — Alicia Jones

20 — Kaylee Drunert, Charlie Larkin
28 — Garrick Baldwin

29 — Ava Schmidt

30 - Carol Graf

2 — Mitch Baldwin

3 —Greg Drunert

4 —Sam Peters

6 — Lindsey Tyre

8 — Andrew Utlaut, Paul Peters

9 — Margaret Catlett

10 — Dick & Kathleen Livingston

12 — Tommy Drunert

13 — Max Hollingsworth, Jacob Hollingsworth,

Ethan Campbell

Feb.
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Feb.
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16 — Mike Wilson

17 — Kelly Erdman

21— Seth & Lindsey Tyre

22 — Michael & Laura Barrett

SUPPER OUT
5:30 - 6:30
Eat In or Carry
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Jan. 28 —Immanuel Lutheran Church
Feb. 11 — Victory Christian Fellowship
Feb. 25 — Waverly Christian Church

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

1 - Diane Erdman

4 — Missy Hinz

5 —Jean Riley

6 — Michael Barrett

9 — Nancy Peters, Shelbe Wesley
12 —Sharon Layton

23 — Andrew Smith

24 — Cara Hinz

29 — Teresa Frazier

30 — Carol Lynn Sanders

31— Alex Smith, Larry & Mary Ellen Kitchen
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Smith
November 9 , 2019 in a beautiful ceremony. Andrew is

Andrew and Alicia were married on
teaching at SF Elementary and is the head basketball and
head baseball coach at SF.
Childhood teacher at Odessa.

blessing to you as you journey through life together.
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We are celebrating another Hollingsworth engagement!

Alicia works as an Early
Congratulations and God’s

Max Hollingsworth and Amanda Darrow are planning a
summer 2020 wedding.

Liz and Nate Lindley and Abe welcomed Micah Dean on
November 9, 2019.
grandparents are Brad and Missy Hinz and Don and

Proud grandparents and great-

Jean Riley. Welcome and God'’s blessings, Micah.



Sat., Jan. 18 - | Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
Sat. Jan. 25 -
Sun., Jan. 26 - | Soup and Potato Lunch Fundraiser for Boy 11:00 a.m. -
Scout’s High Adventure 1:00 p.m.
Sun., Feb. 9 - | Boy Scout Sunday 11a.m.
Wed., Feb. 26 - | Ash Wednesday Worship Service 6:30 p.m.
The season of Lent begins.
Sun., Apr. 5 - | Palm Sunday. Holy Week begins. 11a.m.
Sun., Apr. 12 - | Easter Sunday. Celebration of the 11a.m.
Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Sun., Apr. 19 - | Bright Sunday. Bring a church appropriate 11a.m.

joke to tell during worship.
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