
GRADUATES 

On May 6, Cara Hinz and Carson Graf were given graduation 
presents from their church family.  Pastor Sally made the 
presentation of the Bibles and prayed for them as they move 
forward.  On May 13, Brett Ives was honored in the same 
fashion.  Our congratulations to the three graduates, and our 
best wishes go with them as they move on to college and the 
workforce. 

MOTHER’S DAY 
The kids heard how mothers are like onions...lots of different 
layers, but always Mom.  Diane and Russ provided flowers 
from the Garden Cart for the mothers and women of the 
congregation in honor of Mother's Day.  This is a lovely 
tradition from the Erdmans.  Thanks for adding to our 
gardens!  

LIZ LINDLEY RECOGNIZED 
Liz (Hinz) Lindley has been called to serve God by sharing the ministry of Christ.  She was among 
those recognized at Annual Conference as one licensed for Pastoral Ministry. The licensed local 
pastor is called to share in the ministry of Christ and the whole church and authorized by the 
Bishop to reach and teach the Word of God and faithfully administer the sacraments of Baptism  
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and Holy Communion while appointed to a 
particular charge.  Liz serves the Methodist 
church in Concordia which is in the Heartland 
District. 
 
Recognized during the same service was 
Kathy Hollingsworth’s brother-in-law, Clark 
Chickering. He is serving Red Rock Methodist 
church in Mid-State District. 



BIBLE STUDY BEGINNING SOON – On Monday, September 17, 
we will begin our next bible study.  “The Miracles of Jesus,” a 
six-session class, will be held at 6 p.m. in the youth Sunday 
school room.  We will meet every Monday at 6, but will not 
meet on the Mondays that the board meets.  Please see Pastor 
Sally if you are interested in joining our bible study!  

FATHER’S DAY – A good father is a blessing from God.  All the fathers and men in the 
congregation received a pocket piece in honor of Father’s Day.  It was a wonderful day at 
church! 

  

CARE PORTAL – Our church has been involved with the Care Portal since May 2017. The Care 
Portal serves to bring to our attention the needs of children and families in our own community.  
The Care Portal is populated with various requests to help restore relationships between 
families and to provide for those who are helping in the foster care system. Any time a need 
presents itself in our area, our church’s point people – Lindsey Tyre and Mary Scanlin 
(Livingston) - receive an email notifying them of the open request.  If our church is able to help, 
the point person can respond to the request and is then put in contact with the case worker 
who made the request.  Whether it is providing a car seat, bedding, clothing, lice treatments, 
gas cards, or even paying a utility bill for a family in need, being able to provide this assistance 
to these families is such an honor.  If you are interested in knowing how you can help with the 
Care Portal, reach out to Lindsey or Mary! 

 

“FIVE CUPS OF COFFEE” – Sunday, September 9, right 
after worship, we will begin a class "Five Cups of Coffee," 
taught by Nancy Peters and Pastor Sally.  This is to help 
use all learn how to talk about our faith, especially to 
non-church followers.  This 5-session class will be held 
every other week or so, as the group decides. 
 

DEODORANT FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE - Our district was requested to bring unscented 
deodorant to Annual Conference.  These will be used to make Personal Hygiene Packs for the 
Festival of Sharing.  Nancy Peters and Pastor Sally took 14 sticks of deodorant to add to the 
collection. 



  

Landscaping 

 

Earlier this spring a dying tree at the parsonage was 
removed.  In May, David Peters, Leslie Utlaut and Adam 
Utlaut got into the landscaping mode to replace the 
tree and do some planting and trimming behind the 
educational building.  The one dead tree was replaced 
by a good sized red bud and a river birch selected by 
Fred Utlaut.  The knockout roses were trimmed, and 
small azaleas were added to both sides at the back of 
the building.  The money from the Lynn Hebenheimer, 
Hattie Baldwin-Keith, LeRoy Key and Casner memorials 
funded this beautification and environmental project. 
Thanks to all who provided this service. 



 

 

 

“What Would James Say?” 

One of my favorite books of the Bible is James. It is written in the form of a letter to newly 
converted Christians scattered outside Palestine to teach them more about Christianity. 

In fact, I even had the privilege many years back of seeing a man portray James. He 
dressed in Biblical clothes and recited the whole book of James as if he himself had written it. 

The book of James is a very practical one with many answers to questions the newest 
Christian believers might have. It is so practical and sensible that even young children who 
attended the portrayal mentioned above could understand it quite well. 

Recently, someone pointed out to me James 1: 20, as a verse being very important to him. 

Here are the verses of James 1: 19 and 20: “You must understand this, my beloved: let 
everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not produce God’s 
righteousness.” 

A different version, the Revised English Bible, has verse 20 this way: “For human anger 
does not promote God’s justice.” To put it differently yet again, “our anger does not help God’s 
ways prevail.” A sobering thought, don’t you think? 

Of course, there are such things as “righteous anger” and “righteous indignation.” Some 
things do call for anger—injustice and cruelty, for example. 

However, according to this Scripture in the book of James, our anger does 
not accomplish what God wants. 

So, perhaps the best thing we human beings can do is to use our anger (the righteous kind 
not the sinful, selfish kind) to motivate us to act and decide and speak in ways that do promote 
and bring about God’s will. 

Otherwise, our anger can so often take on a life of its own—tantrums, hissy fits, 
arguments, fights, destruction, and even violence. These behaviors can cause a great deal of 
damage to relationships in families, in workplaces, and between friends and neighbors. 

Anger is something which happens; we’re only human. Let’s just do our best not to let it 
take over and hinder God’s desires and purposes. Let’s channel our anger so that we can use 
our energy and emotion for the justice and righteousness and mercy which God wants for this 
world. 

 
Pastor Sally DeMasters



  
 

The theme for this year's Vacation Bible School was Shipwrecked – Rescued by Jesus!  Each night the 
children learned a new way that Jesus rescues them.  The children learned that if they are lonely, worried, 
struggling, doing something wrong or feeling powerless that they are never really alone because Jesus Rescues 
them!! 

Each night we started VBS with a skit from Jim Dandy (Buddy Hostetter) and Albert Zumalt. Their 
entertaining skits introduced the theme for the night in a fun way, and they were a big hit with the kids and 
adults! We also sang fun praise songs that went along with our theme Jesus Rescues! 

After the fun opening ceremony, the children split up into groups by grade level and rotated to different 
stations throughout the evening led by their crew leaders.  They had meal time, music, Bible adventure, 
imagination station, and games. On Wednesday evening during Bible adventure after the Bible story had been 
read and discussed we had nine children ask Jesus into their hearts!  Waverly Community VBS reached over 90 
kids during VBS this year! It is great to see all the kids having fun and worshiping together! 

This year the VBS offering was collected for the Good Shepard Food Pantry. In five days the kids and our 
adult leaders raised $1,331.26.  Pastor Jerry said the food pantry could purchase 8,320 lbs. of food with the VBS 
offering. 

Our community VBS could not be possible without the help of many people volunteering their time to 
help reach the children of our community and bring them closer to God! “When Churches Come Together GOD 
Things Happen!” 



  

Thank you to Lisa Hostetter for so many 
beautiful pictures! 



 

 

Creatures of habit – that’s what we are. We all have our ‘regular’ seats in church. We’ll find Amber 
Drunert on the last pew before the aisle on the East side of the church. But did you know she sits 
there because of her Grandmother-in-law, Mary Drunert? 

Amber first came to the United Methodist Church when she started dating her now husband Greg, 
and was invited by Greg’s grandmother, Mary. It’s a strong bond these two had, and they shared in 
their faith and service to God. That was in 2003, and in March 2008 Amber’s faith journey continued 
as she joined the Waverly UMC and was baptized. One of the unique things was this baptism was 
dual ceremony with her oldest daughter, Kaylee. A memory and connection that is special to Amber. 

Amber serves the Waverly UMC in many ways including serving as Sunday School teacher for the 
pre-K and Kindergarten class. She also is very faithful about helping with the Supper Out community 
outreach. Amber’s volunteer work hasn’t just increased within the UMC walls, her service to the 
community has also expanded. This year she is serving as director of preschool-Kindergarten for the 
Waverly Community Vacation Bible School. She also serves as one of the founding board members 
of this group. 

Back in 2012, seven women from churches throughout the community gathered to develop a plan 
to do vacation bible school better and more efficiently. What came out of their long discussions and 
hard work is the Waverly Community Vacation Bible School. These women wanted their children 
and the children of our community to know it’s OK to worship together and to promote an idea of 
inclusiveness for all. Amber believes we are all better together. “It helps financially for all churches 
to work together, workload is spread out and more creativity is brought forth,” she says. “It’s been 
a great 6 years working together as a community.” 

This year the VBS theme was Shipwrecked – Rescued by Jesus. The lessons surrounded the idea that 
God is always with us and we are never alone. God rescues us. Good messages for the community 
children and adults alike. 

Amber is a Santa Fe graduate and a Missouri Valley College graduate with an early elementary 
degree. She currently teaches at Grace Lutheran Preschool in Lexington. She enjoys spending time 
with her girls, Kaylee Jo, 10, and Kadie Sue, 7, and taking family camping trips. She also volunteers 
her time as a leader of Girl Scouts, is part of the Friends of the Park and helps organize the Haunted 
Hayride each year. 



  

Freed to Lead: Missouri Annual Conference Report 
Nancy Peters, Lay Leader 
 
Conference was a wonderful time. There were great services and amazing music. 
 
Bishop Farr introduced 3 goals for us in his Action Plan: 

1. New Missional Leaders - each church would work with its own members. Members would 
be invited and trained to be equipped to go out and spread the word of God.  One tool 
we’ve been given to use for training is called “5 Cups of Coffee.”  It offers discussion 
starters for asking questions about our callings and our discipleship. The Bishop would like 
to increase new missional leaders from 0-400 by 6/30/19 in the Missouri conference. 
 

2. New Places for New People - a new place includes 1 new person who has not been 
involved in any church for at least 1 year. The Bishop has defined 5 kinds of new places for 
new people.  He would like to increase new places with at least 1 new person from the 
existing 600 to 800 by 6/30/19 in the Missouri conference. 

 
      3.  Pathway Out of Poverty - The Church would like to increase the literacy of children as a 
           way out of poverty for them. This could look like members listening to students read or a  

reading challenge and celebration.  The Bishop wants to increase the percentage of 
churches that partner with local school districts from 10% to 40% to raise student 
reading levels by 6/30/19 in the Missouri conference 

 
The Bishop’s update on the Way Forward 
The Way Forward will be a special meeting of the General Conference.  It will take place in St. 
Louis on February 23-26, 2019.  The discussion at this special meeting will be about sexual 
identity and decisions will be made about the United Methodist stance/guidelines and options for 
the local churches.  At this time, the General Conference is considering 3 different options on how 
to address church members as well as ordination of clergy who have different sexual preferences. 
This will be a very difficult time for the church.  Regardless of the decisions made, the church is 
aware that some will be disappointed, and will likely lose some members.  
The Bishop and Missouri Conference ask for your Prayers for Change.  Please pray for our 
conference and the decisions that will be made for our global church.  There is a prayer program 
that has been created to offer prayers from 2:23 - 2:26 pm each day. This time corresponds to the 
dates of the conference.  You can sign up for reminders and prayer ideas either on-line or with a 
form. 
 
Helping Puerto Rico:  Pray - Go - Give 
The Bishop announced plans to help the small, island of Vieques just east of Puerto Rico, an 
island of 10,000 people.  We met Pastor Alex Gerena of the Methodist Church in Esperanza. He 
reported that the island has been without electricity since hurricane Maria, over 250 days.  The 
hospital was destroyed. The roof of the two-story church was blown away.  They have some 
generators and people are coming to the first floor of the church for medical care.  The Bishop 
would like to raise $150,000 to help accomplish 3 things.  1) to rebuild the church, 2) to build a 
medical clinic and 3) to build a parsonage that will first be used to house people coming to the 
island to help with the rebuilding.  Our ways to help are to PRAY for all of Puerto Rico, especially 
those in Vieques.  There will be mission trips to Vieques that will allow members to GO help 
rebuild. There will be opportunities to GIVE during special offerings. 
 



 

 
 

  

WE ALL SCREAM FOR ICE CREAM! 

Let’s end the summer of 2018 with a bang! 
That is the plan for the after-church meal 
set for Sunday, August 19. 

Directly after worship, which will be at 
10:30 a.m., we will have lunch together in 
our Fellowship Hall, with an intentionally 
light menu. The main course will be 
sandwiches, followed by everyone’s 
favorite dessert, ice cream! 

Please come and bring sandwiches and/or 
ice cream (and toppings, if desired) to 
share. As we know, homemade ice cream is 
super-wonderful, but store-bought is great, 
too. Either kind would be fine for this 
occasion. 

This will be a fun way to say goodbye to 
summer and to start the school year/fall. 
See you there! 

Aug. 14 – Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Aug. 28 – Waverly UMC 
Sept. 11 – No Supper Out 
Sept. 25 – Victory Christian – TBD  
Oct. 9 – Waverly Christian Church 
Oct. 23 – Waverly Baptist Church 
Nov. 13 – No Supper Out 
Nov. 20 – Victory Christian – TBD   
No Supper Out in December 

Aug. 3 – Charles and Margo Larkin 
Aug. 7 – Greg and Amber Drunert 
Aug. 11 – Jeff and Carolyn Campbell, 
Meili Hollingsworth 
Aug. 15 – James Campbell 
Aug. 22 – Jack and Darlene Peters 
Aug. 24 – Scott Campbell 
Aug. 26 – Audrey Campbell 
Aug. 29 – Marc Aversman, David 
Smith, Don Riley, Brad and Missy Hinz 

Sept. 3 – Randy DeMasters 
Sept. 4 – Sarah Schmidt 
Sept. 10 – Ken Hollingsworth 
Sept. 15 – Hannah Vogel 
Sept. 17 – Reid Monsees 
Sept. 19 – Donnis Prather 
Sept. 24 – Darlene Peters 
Sept. 25 – Sueanna Vandiver 

Oct. 1 – Laura Barrett 
Oct. 12 – Gutherie Baldwin, Charlotte 
Zumalt, Noreen Burgess 
Oct. 14 – Liz Lindley, Taylor Wesley 
Oct. 20 – Suzanne Hudson, Greg and 
Donnis Prather, Helen Erdman 
Oct. 21 – Dakota Jones 
Oct. 25 – Joe and Teresa Frazier 
Oct. 29 – Cole Jones 

 

SUPPER OUT 
5:30 – 6:30 

Eat In or Carry Out! 



 

 

Monday, August 13—Board meeting at 6 p.m. 
Sunday, August 19— Ice cream social after worship. Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, August 28—Supper Out at our church. 
Sunday, September 9 – “Five Cups of Coffee” begins after worship. 

Monday, September 10—Board meeting at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, September 13 – Saturday, September 15—Apple Jubilee 

Monday, September 17—Bible Study begins 6 p.m. 
Sunday, October 7—World Communion Sunday. 
Monday, October 8 – Board Meeting at 6 p.m. 

Sunday, October 21—Children’s Sabbath. 
 


